
Course Information 

 

Number: EH111 

Name: Composition I  

Description: Composition I students explore topics of interest as they 

improve their writing style and master techniques of 

organization, development, and coherence. Much emphasis is 

placed on usage, word choice, sentence writing, and tone. In 

addition, students are provided with methods for improving 

their reading comprehension, especially their understanding of 

implied meanings. Composition I students examine and 

practice the steps of the writing process as they prepare essays 

and papers. 

Credit(s): 3  

Offered (DAY schedule): Every fall semester  

Instructor Permission Required: N 

Pre-Requisite(s):  

 

Course Objectives 

 

For Composition I, student writing should demonstrate: â€¢ Strong organization and unity, 

including effective thesis statements, topic sentences, and coherence. â€¢ Effective 

development of paragraphs and essays through ideas, examples, details, narrative, figurative 

language, and rhetorical devices. â€¢ Clear, concise, and unified sentences of varying length, 

style, and structure. â€¢ Diction that is precise and appropriate (especially in its level of 

formality or informality) for the essay. â€¢ Low level of errors in grammar and usage. â€¢ 

Clear sense of audience and purpose. â€¢ An understanding of writing styles through 

substantial readings. â€¢ Understanding and application of the steps of the writing process, 

including generating ideas, composing, editing, and revising. â€¢ A deepened understanding of 

the course topic. 

 



EH111 Composition I, On the Road, Fall 2018. Instructor: George Frangoulis, 

Adjunct Professor (Frangoulisg@thomas.edu). Office: AD227, office hours by 

appointment. Phone: 557-5111. 

Course Description and Objectives: Throughout history, travel has inspired writers 

and given pleasure to readers. This course uses the theme of journeys—real, 

imaginary, physical, spiritual, metaphorical—as a vehicle (!) for exploring how 

writers work and inspiring our own writing. Through class, group, and individual 

activities, supplemented by brief lectures and reading assignments, we will develop 

writing that demonstrates 

* Strong organization and unity. 

* Effective development of paragraphs and essays. 

* Clear, concise, and unified sentences of varying length, style, and structure. 

* Precise, appropriate diction. 

* Few errors in grammar and usage. 

* A clear sense of audience and purpose. 

* Understanding of writing styles through substantial readings. 

* Understanding and application of the steps of the writing process. 

* A deepened understanding of the personal essay. 

* Greater ease, confidence, and satisfaction in writing. 

Texts: Bullock, Brody, and Weinberg, The Little Seagull Handbook with Exercises, 

3rd Edition; George (ed.), The Kindness of Strangers; Bryson 2016; The Best 

American Travel Writing 2016; additional readings (provided or announced in class). 

(You will also need a notebook and folders with pockets; you will be asked to make 

copies of some assignments.) 

Requirements and Grading: Three short essays (1 - 1 ½ pp., 325-400 words), two 

longer essays (2-3 pages), one final long essay (4-6 pages); participation (base grade 

is C, raised or lowered as I observe respect for class expectations): 5%. Each paper 

will be worth a specified number of points; grading guidelines will be assigned for 
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each paper. The final grade for the essays will be determined by dividing the total 

earned points by the total possible points. 

Expectations 

Class members are expected to arrive on time, remain in the classroom, adhere to 

deadlines, and comport themselves respectfully. Electronic devices must be stored out 

of sight and out of hand and turned off (unless I have approved a particular use). 

Everyone has the responsibility to come to class having completed the reading and/or 

writing assignment. Those who don’t adhere to these policies and expectations may be 

asked to leave the class—with academic penalty. 

Assignments are due as identified: Please do not assume I will accept late papers (if I 

do, expect a penalty).  

Perfect attendance (including conference attendance) raises the final average by 1/3 

grade (e.g., a B to a B+); missing more than three classes is excessive (and is a factor 

in the participation grade). Anyone who has missed seven classes as of October 26 

and anyone who has missed ten after October 26 will be dropped from the class (on or 

before October 26, the grade assigned is a W; after October 26, the grade assigned is 

an F). (Students with extraordinary circumstances should meet with me to discuss 

reconsideration of this policy.) Unless I have given specific permission, students may 

not work on papers with anyone (including roommates, friends, tutors, parents, and/or 

literate and loving pets) except me outside of class; in certain circumstances, I may 

allow, or even require, students to meet with the Student Success Center (SSC) 

writing staff for additional assistance. A violation of this policy will be treated as a 

matter of academic misconduct. 

All assignments must be completed in a manner consistent with the Thomas College 

policies concerning academic honesty; papers must be written for this class and this 

class only. A first instance of academic misconduct will result in a grade of 0 for the 

related assignment and a 10% reduction of the final average for the course; any 

additional misconduct will result in a grade of F for the course. Please note that 

academic misconduct is reported to the Academic Affairs office. Anyone who wishes 

to receive assistance outside of class should meet with me beforehand. 

Anyone who needs accommodations due to a disability should let me know as soon as 

possible and contact Lisa Desautels-Poliquin in the Student Affairs office. 

 

 



Revisions 

Writing is a process, and good writing requires revision. We will be actively revising 

all essay assignments in this class, and your revision effort will be a significant part of 

your grade on assignments. Most of the essay assignments will include a peer 

feedback component. That means you will be sharing them with the class, and giving 

and receiving feedback on these essays. One of the most important metrics I have for 

your progress in this course is your effort in the process of drafting, revising, and 

editing your essays, as well as the sort of feedback you offer to your peers on their 

essays, so take this seriously! 

Respectful and Constructive Feedback 

The feedback you offer to your peers in this class should always be constructive, 

meaning you should ask yourself two questions while reading your peers’ essays: 1) 

how can I help make this essay stronger? and 2) how can I help this person become a 

stronger writer? Note areas where the meaning isn’t clear, where you feel there isn’t 

enough detail, there is too much detail, or there is unnecessary detail, and where the 

point of view or tone seem uneven. Highlight what you believe to be thesis sentences 

and topic sentences. Be kind but honest, and be respectful of your classmates’ 

perspectives, personal experiences, and creative styles. Learning to give constructive 

feedback on others’ writing will make you a stronger writer. 

Grading Components: based on 100 points 

Papers: 1 through 3: 30% (10% per paper, for 3 papers) of final grade (30 points out 

of 100). 

Paper 4 & 5: 30% (15% per paper, for 2 papers) of final grade (30 points out of 100). 

Final Paper 6: 25% of final grade (25 points out of 100) 

Classroom participation, including peer feedback: 15% of final grade (15 points out of 

100) 

Essay Grading Standards: 

* An A paper (90-92 A-, 93-96 A, 97-100 A+) is excellent in nearly all respects. It 

shows originality of thought that goes well beyond material presented in class. It is 

well argued and well organized with a clear, specific, and ambitious thesis. It is well 

developed with content that is specific, interesting, appropriate, and convincing. It has 

logical and artful transitions and is marked by stylistic finesse and varied sentence 



structures. It demonstrates command of mature diction and has few, if any, 

mechanical, grammatical, spelling, or diction errors. 

* A B paper (80-82 B-, 83-86 B, 87-89 B+) is excellent in several respects but may 

have a less-sophisticated thesis, a less-distinguished style, some minor lapses in 

organization and development, some ineffective sentence structures, and/or some 

minor mechanical, grammatical, spelling, or diction problems. 

* A C paper (70-72 C-, 73-76 C, 77-79 C+) is generally competent, but compared to a 

B paper, it may have a weaker thesis or less effective style and/or development. It 

may contain some lapses in organization, poor or awkward transitions, less-varied 

sentence structures that tend toward choppiness or monotony, and/or significant 

problems with mechanics, grammar, spelling, or diction. 

* A D paper (60-62 D-, 63-66 D, 67-69 D+) is below average and may present a thesis 

that is too vague or too obvious to be developed effectively. It generally exhibits 

problems with organization, support, transitions, sentence structures, mechanics, 

grammar, spelling, and/or diction that impede understanding. 

* An F paper (59 and below) is far below average and may have no clear thesis or 

central topic. It may display a lack of organization, support, and/or development. It 

may contain major and repeated problems with mechanics, grammar, spelling, and/or 

diction and/or may fail to fulfill the requirements and/or may be unacceptably brief. 

Paper Requirements: 

Papers must be written in Times New Roman 12 point font (default kerning), double-

spaced, with 1 inch margins. Include your name, the assignment, the course name, and 

the page number at the top right corner of each page in the header—this should be 

single-spaced. Titles should be centered and bolded. Follow MLA formatting 

guidelines for citations and bibliographies, and pay attention to spelling, grammar, 

and punctuation. A certain amount of error is understandable in a first draft, but these 

errors should drop significantly in later drafts. 

Academic Dishonesty: 

If you use the words and ideas of another writer in your assignments, whether in a 

paraphrase or a direct quote, you must credit that writer. If you fail to do so, you are 

guilty of plagiarism. Plagiarism is a serious academic offense, and comes with serious 

consequences. If in any of your assignments you plagiarize the words or ideas of 

another writer, you will receive a failing grade for that assignment. If you plagiarize 



the words or ideas of another writer a second time, you will receive a failing grade for 

the course. This does include services that offer to write your paper for a fee. 

A note: While recycling your own work is not plagiarism, it is academic dishonesty, 

and you may receive a failing grade on your assignment if you do so. 

This course follows the Thomas College policy on academic dishonesty, which can be 

found in the catalog and student handbook. 

Cell Phones and Electronic Devices Policy: 

The use of cell phones, laptops, tablets, and other electronic devices during class is 

disruptive. Put these devices away before class begins. If I see you using your phone 

or tablet, or your laptop outside of writing exercises, I will consider you absent. 

Readings Schedule 

This syllabus is a preliminary outline of the EH111 Composition—Contemporary 

Values course structure, and changes may be made throughout the semester as needed.  

All readings are due before class on the due date: part of your class participation score 

is based on your ability to discuss the reading in class. 

Course Outline 

This outline, which may be modified during the semester to meet class needs, 

summarizes the topics and identifies when readings and essays are due. Additional 

readings (as well as reading and activities in Little Seagull) will be assigned. KS 

stands for Kindness of Strangers; BATW for Best American Travel Writing 2016. 

Aug. 27-31: Course introduction, writing process, sentence structures, details. 

Mon. & Wed.: Introduction to course, writing, and reading 

Fri: Discuss topics for papers.  

Sept. 5&7: Aims of writing, sentence structures with colons and semicolons, avoiding 

splices and run-ons, dialogue, writers’ questions, narration 

(Mon., Sept. 3: No Class: Labor Day) 

Wed. & Fri.: Aims of writing, sentence structures, etc. “Wild Flavor” & “Hutong 

Karma” KS: pp. 5-16 



Sept. 10-14: Introductory elements, specifics, sentence structures, description. Paper 1 

Mon. & Wed.: KS: “Meeting Maung Maung” 17, “Everything Comes Round” 25  

“One Night in the Sahara” 33  

Fri.: KS: “A Bowl of Soup” 45, “Highland Remedy” 51, “Tea and Cheese” 39 

Sept. 17-21: Interrupters, commas, dashes, parentheses, parallelism 

Mon. & Wed: KS: “Looking for Abdelati” 59, “Special Delivery” 69  

Fri.: KS: “Brief Encounter” 77, “Damascus by Teatime” 89  

Sept. 24-28: Leads and conclusions, verbs, revision, shifts, apostrophes 

Mon & Wed.: KS: “My Beirut Hostage Crisis” 97 Fri.: KS: “Losing It in London” 

125, “Andean High” 139 

Oct. 1-5: Voice and audience, questions, agreement, pronoun reference, process 

analysis Paper 2 

Mon.: KS: “Egg Child” 151, “Serendipity” 159 

Wed. & Fri.: KS: “Arab Music” 171, “The Way I Look” 183, “Finding Shelter”193 

Oct. 10-12: Hyphenation, titles, fragments, classification  

(Mon, Oct. 8: No Class: Fall Break) 

Wed & Fri.: KS: “The Road to Kampala” 213, “At a Crossroads” 225, “On the Trail 

of the Caspian Tiger” 203 (Warnings 10/13) Paper 6 

Oct. 15-19: Paragraph development and organization, conventions, italics. Paper 3 

Mon. & Wed.: KS: “Adnan’s Secret” 233, “Might Be Your Lucky Day” 243  

Fri.: KS: “We Can’t Fix Anything” 115; BATW: “Peak Havana” 221 

Oct. 22-26: Modifiers, point of view, transitions, comparison/contrast 

Mon.: BATW: “Off Diamond Head” 55  

Wed. & Fri.: BATW: “White Guy in a Djallaba” 1; “A Cave with a View” 135 



Oct. 29-Nov. 2: Numbers, capitalization, underlining, definition, exemplification. 

Paper 4 

Mon & Wed.: BATW: “The Foreign Spell” 86; “Hiding from Animals” 119 “ 

Fri.: BATW: “Little Things that Kill You” 201; Born to Travel” 150 

Nov. 5-9: Abbreviations, summarizing, paraphrasing, essay questions 

Mon.: BATW: “The Actual Hollister” 20  

Wed. & Fri.: BATW: “Rotten Ice” 36; “The Mountain Men of Chernivtsi” 95 

Nov. 14-16: Style, diction, figurative language, cause & effect. Paper 5 

(Mon, Nov. 12: No Class: Veterans’ Day) 

Wed.: BATW: “How Can We Find More People Like You?”  

Fri.: BATW: “Climb Every Mountain” 77; “Swiss Dream” 207 

Nov. 19: Diction, language, synthesis 

(Wed, Nov. 21 & Fri, Nov. 23: No Classes: Thanksgiving Break) 

Mon.: BATW: “About Face” 123  

Nov. 26-30: Diction, language, synthesis. Draft of Paper 6 

Mon. & Wed.: BATW: “The Reddest Carpet” 158; “Growing Old with the Inuit” 169 

Fri.: BATW: “Darwin’s Forgotten World” 190  

Dec. 3-7:  

Mon & Wed.: BATW: “In Another Country” 267 

Fri.: KS: “Ascension in the Moonlight” 261  

Week: Dec. 10-14. Final Paper 6 Due 
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